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Abstract

Park Hyunjin. 2012. 2. 28. Case Study on the Acculturation Process of an
English-Speaker in Korea. Bilingual Research 48, 109-157. This research is
based on a longitudinal study dealing with cultural encounters and cultural
perceptions of foreigners living in Korea. The aim of this study is to examine
in detail the Acculturation Process of an English-Speaker living and working in
Korea. The present study utilizes a qualitative research approach in order to
analyze an interview and the narrative diary of an English Speaker during a 9
months period while living, working in Korea and learning the Korean language.
The narratives in the diaries and the interview has been first coded and then
analyzed by theme through thematic analysis. The analysis shows a certain
degree of adaptation and adjustment process in perceptions toward the Korean
society, toward the Korean language and human relations. Results of this
research will help teachers of Korean to develop a more detailed understanding
of the subjectivity of foreigners living in Korea and to produce more effective
learning materials. (Korea University)

[Key wod] %3} <5 3 (acculturation process), 3} =lo](cultural
differences), #3} ZZ(culture shock), 9ol &}xHEnglish-
Speaker), 7] A 7-(longitudinal study), A&l 937-(Case Study)
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“Oh! You’re left handed?!?” 1 am no longer surprised when people ask
me if I am left handed and/or say that it means, “If you use your left
hand, you must be a genius!” It happens quite often, though---And
actually, my closer friends told me left handed-ness used befis still
considered bad luck---so, in my mind when people say “genius’to my
face, I wonder if they are also thinking “bad luck” too. (2010. 9. 5.)
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“Don’t you think the food is too spicy? In the U.S. do people eat

-] Also, because I love

spicy food?” Spicy food is common in the US.[--

when people ask me,

“What’s your favorite food?” I immediately think to myself, “Uh-ohhh,

dokbokki, this question comes up far too often-:-

- 1 don’t mind the question. It

here comes the ‘spicy question’ again:-

g

(2010. 9. 5.)

gives me a reason to talk about the multiculturalism in America.[:-
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“You use chopsticks well. You use chopsticks better than me!” I
always feel the person is not being honest when they say this. Most
times they hold the chopsticks the same as me and can actually pick up
things better than I can - so, “better”? uhh, no---.It feels like FALSE
modesty. Modesty is good, but from my perspective, when false
modesty is so obviously transparent, it makes the situation awkward or
kind of insulting. (2010. 9. 5.)

FhAE HAE & o A7t Wl ARSI Mgl 4At
Al F2 B7FE AREekAlE 87] Wltell asClA e vE B

of vlel A&7l ofele Zolth agiA d=dE2 ArteE 2 AR



-

.

EizdliRz1sd

5

3i

Q3

a-

f
a2 2Rl

O]

]

ef=elel] thet

of o

L

-

o

=
P 23 ggelth A= A

ul

=R

o

1

k<]
RS

1

=

o

129

°
pl

74l
g o 2 s e
A o]

1

L

=

T =
==

Y

GuAg Erhn f9e 247 ohd B3 Aol <l

o ]

)

=2

@9le] o

]

Al R

2

o

3}7] o]#$(mind-boggling)

718} A}Ao] of e}

S

o] F<lolgt A485(2012)
1

SRR
—3—0

o

af

AP “A7Ne
[¢]

ol ¥A vk Z2t A

3}

124
o]

%3
o},
o]

o ML CCIGS
5 Zule
~ < B "
M n s H
S T o= <
T UrEe
— KT E
T gueH
T IR
il I r e
— == q : ﬂAuO
N
i X et T
N 2T
oM R o
) K
Togp T ur
— W !
o LR o)
ﬂ\A o Ogﬂ e ~U—|
AT g
‘MM zi o ‘Alv_ﬂ "o r:
ol Wk <
T o o ™
T 5 puid o|
— o) gt "

A
75-1]
&
v
ol & E&dolAt v
o]
=

MoH o

=
3T

]

=0
T

] >

T
=

71E dHle 2719
%

o
= =

)

g1
=

o

=

A AL
i A2o] gl A= obth 1A

A

o
[e)

HA R

[

af w1zF

<]

2 ARFANFS A E A gon] o) Bl

o} kol o



2 AL
=

7}

3
A

L

Q@ oA}

o i
i Bk golz e)ab

o}
=

ofu)7} |9l S

=

=

L

|

R,

A 2 A = 7}

R
=

=2

0

=

1A

-
L

Aolth. 12}
o] HJ A

1 =]
_7[’:

k)
“

sjo] o
B79] o]

=
R

]

3} 5 dAld B
7101 AW 2 A el A

3

o] Hirhw @ele] o} Aol we} E o}

71t
‘B o
1 o

ox

¢+

v

o
ol
RS
)

ox

H
-

B

-

R

A

)
™

o
N
~

23 7 A, A4

s

o

go}A|

]

I
R

o

‘]

(2010. 9. 5.)
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I feel I am good at using nunchi. I feel the mood of a person or group

and I pick up on their body language and non-verbal cues.[:-

A
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[---]“independent” and “college student” being the key words there.
After coming to Korea, due to my program requiring me to live with a
host family, I have had to give up some of my independence. Living
with a host family requires me to fit my life around the family’s life
and schedule, which is something I have not done since I was 18 years
old---before college. It can be hard. It can be frustrating. I am very

much dependent on people around me for basic things.[-:*]

(2010. 9. 29.)
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Again, 1 want to say I have been having a GREAT time in Korea---
despite these lifestyle changes. Yes, I often complain. Sometimes it
helps me feel better to complain. Yes, I have bad days--everyone does

whether at home or abroad-- though, I know overall I am happy. I need




to remember: “This year is what I make of it.” This short sentence

(2010. 9. 29.)

‘]

holds a lot of power.[-*
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[---]T am often very tired when I get home, so it’s hard to focus and

work and still be smiley for the host-family---well, I am actually not

sure they think I am smiley and fun or not. I do not often talk or show
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them much emotion. I am rather stoic when they talk with me. Their
lifestyle bothers me, so I have a hard time being around them.
(2010. 10. 20.)
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[---]They have to recruit middle school students, which is absurd.[:--]
The schools of this City do this. How awful it must be for the middle
school students. No one likes it, but everyone does it. This is an
element of society that should crumble, but due to formalities of “one’s
place” as linked to Confucian ideas and the “rat race” which is Korean

society, I do not see how it can change here. (2010. 10. 20.)
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[---]I am tired, so how can I maintain this? Will my energy-levels
adapt? Only time will tell. I must stay committed to this life, even
when tired.[+*] (2010. 10. 20.)
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I have been meeting more and more Koreans recently.[---] These two

people are SO great! Also, I recently met another person who is super

awesome. | hope we will become good friends! (2010. 11. 1.)
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I feel living with a Korean host family has been disappointing.[---] The
family is nice, but I think many people are nice in the world, so it is
important to be nice + something else:--but I think this family lacks the
“something else.” They are simply, “nice people.” ---Is that mean of
me? I am not sure---maybe my feelings will change. I will just have to

try to be more positive. (2010. 11. 1.)
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[---]T am awestruck and frustrated they teach students a language they
do thoroughly know-:-I know I am being too critical, but I have high
expectations from teachers. (2010. 11. 1.)

F

Aol a1 Gol WSl SYES k2 0 2] glo] st
2l e A 80 Ak A G 2 ekl @v‘i—
Fholofol gtk Az

]

AE 9= A
11l A= <o]Z8tol] ek St A2 0] oA 7153t 2%
Aol 3198 w7l oA whd A= AZtAA e VS



il HAE o & £F 55 BY A A7 135

WA Gk AA2 ol Reh B3] BelAmA] <ol o]
234 4713 Ik et o|e] BE %o A§HAE Qobd of
A olafeln] Eohe A B Uk 2B FEo] v E
109l ¥lh 119 A e ArkelE ol gl Ao Bl
9. B2l &5 2504 39 Alole] Ferleln daEch

s g gn et ARe Aol

o tidleA 4

[---]I have recently realized something: The[sic] more I express my
thoughts to older people the more they understand my situation and try
to help me.[**] (2010. 12. 2))
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I always see at school that older teachers, especially people 40+ in age,
who hit students. This is hard for me to see since I come from a school

system where this can never happen.[-:-] (2010. 12. 2))
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T8): When did you feel the most difficult and hard time in Korea?
A:(3.0) One day before:: leaving Korea, so on December 23($-2) So
1(2.0) finished class on the 22"d(2.0) and my schedule for everything

was set:: winter camp date, travel date.(3.0) One teacher said before you

leave:: you need to turn in your lesson pla:ns 30 page::s of lesson

plans(2.0) for a club class.[--*] I was in so stress. I cried, I’ve never

cried. I called my mom.(%+) I called XX office. I called everyone.

Oh:: It was awful. now It is ok. I’m alive.
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This sounds rude I think, but it is how I felt, sorry! When I arrived in
Japan the thing I immediately noticed and loved is the diversity of
Japanese people. Japanese people (seem) to have more diverse faces and
body-types than what I see in Korea. And Japanese culture strives for

bl

“uniqueness,” whereas Korea strives for solidarity.[-*]

(011. 3. 25.)
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A: T have a story kind of about immigrants. I was going by trai:n to
FHET to study last month(2.0) and(2.0) on the train. I was talking to
some immigrants from Vietnam, how they came to Korea. They are

working in Korea probably illegally. I asked why?(1.0) and they were

like, Are family is poor. Anyway, I think(1.0) I have a special place in

my hearts(1.0) for illegal immigrants because my family:: was illegal

immigrants to the US two generations ago. I am always curious about

their stories.
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The main point is, I did not meet these xx friends for a two months.
Now I am back. I see that we are very different people and these
differences are now inhibiting the growth of our friendship. Our
friendship is like a plant with no water.[-:*] (2011. 3. 25))
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At the home-stay my host family is now a very uplifting part of my
life. They have taken more initiative to live happy and satisfied lives.
The family takes more responsibility in their life.[:-+] (2011. 3. 25.)
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The bad things at my school are related to my co-teacher. He, just one
person, makes my life very hard to enjoy. He is an overly-confident,
unreliable, unappreciative, shortsighted man who does not see his flaws
and always assumes he himself is right. He is in a place of power
within the English department (head of the department), so,
unfortunately, I must rely on him for many things. I think I will leave
my school. [-+-] (2011. 3. 25.)
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T: You have been living in Korea for 8months. Do korean still ask
you’re left handed?
A: Um:: When 1 first meet people they just notice:: Because I met

many people in my schedule, people I see nommally they know

already, so they are not surprised. But if I meet someone new,

yeah, same thing.
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A: And spicy food, yesterday I told you I ate dalkalbi (%) so when
they put spicy sauce on they started and then stopped and looked at
me.(2.0) And I was like, “That’s OK.” And they continued to put

more on. They are considerate. It’s nice. It's OK.(3-<) No problem.

T: If korean say to you same words, what would you think about that?
A: Now(2.0) I’'m use to it.(2.0) So, I just felt:: “Don’t let it bother me.”

I’'m like “Ok, so what.” But it doesn’t bother me now.

T: A°ll= bother you, But now

A: Because so many people:: when I first I arrived(1.0) I met so many

people.
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olct.

T: Why do you think Korean said to you like this?
A: T think because I’'m foreign(1.0) and they know that foreigners use

forks and spoons not chopsticks, so they see me use chopsticks and

maybe like(2.0) rather than saying, “Good job,” they excessively

compliment or encourage::
T: 2olQ,

A: They say, “Oh, you’re so good, like better than me.” Encourage me

but(1.0) sometimes I wish they would say, “You’re good,” rather

than(1.0) “You’re better than me. You’re an expert” I’m not really

an_expert.
T: At that time, Why do you think that it’s a kind of false modesty?

A: Because it’s not just “Oh, you are good” but “You do well and

better than me.”

T: It’s not a fact.

A: Right So, again, things don’t bother me.(2.0) It’s like:: I’'m over it.
Oh, OK, whatever. I think at first(4.0) because it’s not a fact don’t

say(1.0) it’s not true. You are trying to be nice(2.0) but you’re not
being truthful.($-=) Ju:st different cultural ideas::
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T: If you have some problem, these problems in communication due to
cultural difference?

A: It’s almost:: never language; it is almost always cultural.(3.0) Um:: is
that true? No, because(4.0) it’s like a mix.(4.0) If I have a problem
if I am in the USA 1 would be direct. Like, “Hey, this is the
problem.” So, 1 know I can’t do that in Korea so I try to

communicate indirectly, not so strong, but I can’t really. So it is a

mix of culture and language. I can say the problem correctly. It is
easy to say, “This is the problem” I’ve learned that but it is hard to
say that soft.
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T: Have you ever fell again Koreans are not honesty?
A: (4.0) I think that was a cultural misunderstanding.(3.0) I think(2.0) in

the small town education system(2.0) the:: expectation, the people

think there is just:: say something for formality. How do 1

explain?(3.0) Like:: just do it(1.0) because:: it looks:: professional so
just do it. I have to turn in:: paper work(2.0) but it is in English. It
looks nice and professional but no one reads it. Actually, they don’t
know what I writing but(1.0) it is in and they have it.
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upz|gto] A& “I think that problem I wrote about was a cultural
misunderstanding.”°]2}x Gt T A st w21 Ao] =S & &
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rr

T: First time, When you came your home, You think you lose your
independent. Do you think you became to be independent in Korea?

A: More independent. In the USA, most independent now middle

beginning less.(1.0) Because now(1.0) I feel more comfortable with

my homestay I can say:: “Oh, I will come home at tonight, T will
come home later, I will miss dinner.” In the beginning I tried hard
not to travel. I tiied hard to stay with the host family to eat dinner
and create a bond in the beginning. So I had to:: stay there.(1.0)

So:: maybe I thought, “I want to go somewhere else” but I thought

“l want to meet them, get to know them.” So:: it felt trapping a

little bit-I felt trapped. But(1.0) now I am OK. I am in Seoul this

weekend.(3+) 1 can travel and they’re OK.
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